
Stelis Skutchii A ~Tne~~ SJJ. rz.o!J. 

Herba ei)iphytica. Caules secundarii graciles, Il1ono
pl1ylli, vagir1is tubularibu vestiti. F olitlrn coriacetlill, 
anguste oblongurn, utrin(1ue attenuaturn. Racetnus lllLil

tifioru , folium exceden . Brttcteae race1ni urceolatae. 
1~ lores nutantes, purplirei. Se1)ala lateralia ovato-la11ceo-
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EXPLANATION OF THE ILLUSTRATION 

STELIS SKUTCHII A 'nle~·. Plant drawn natural size 

from a sp·ecimen of the type. 1, a flower showing 

the glandular sepals. 2, a labellum much en]arged . 

S, a petal much enlarged. 4, a column (anther 

removed) showing the confluent stigmas beneath 

the projecting rostellar process. 5, a labellum much 
enlarged, as seen from the side. 

Drawn April 1!138 by BLAN HE AM~s 
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lata, trinervia, intus plus Ininusve glandulosa, e tu per 
medium unicarinata, apice breviter apiculata. Sepalurn 
dorsale oblongo-lanceolaturr1, intus sparse glandulosum, 
extus pet' Inediulll obsctire tlnicarinaturn, apice breviter 
apiculaturn. Petal a flabellata, val de carnosa, u pra Ule

di urn conspicue incrassata. Labellurn linguiforrne, valde 
incrassaturn, utrinque obsct1re lobatum. Colun1na ar
nosa, petal a aeq uan . 

~Ltn herbaceous epi1)hyte 1.5- 20 cn1. tall with elon
gated racemes of dull purpli l1 nodding flowers. Second
a1·y sterns 5- 10 c1n. long, slender, densely caespitose, 
coil cealed by several elongated tubular sheaths, lllono
phyllou . Leaves including the slender st1lcate ba e 10- 13 
em. long, about 1 ctn. wide, coriaceous, narrowly oblong, 
t~tpering at base and narrowed toward the apex, bilobu
late with an apicule betwt ·11 the lobules. Racen1e 11- 16 
ern. long, slightly exceedi1_i g the leaf. Peduncle heatl1ed 
at base by a condtiplicate, acute sheath which i 12 tnll1. 

long and about 4 rnm. wide wl1en spread out. Bracts of 
the raceme about 2 rn1n. long, 4 rnrn. apart, or th lower
Illost ones altno t contiguous, obliquely infundibuliform, 
equalling the pedicels of the nodding flower . Pedicel 
about 4 Inlll. long, sn1ooth. Flowers twenty-five to fifty, 
vinotls-purple wl1en dry. Lateral sepals about 4. 5 rnn1. 
long, 2 rnrn. wide below the middle, ovate-lanceolate, 
apiculate, spar ely glandula e on the inner surfac , 3-
nerved, on the outer surface distinctly carinate along tl1e 
rnid-net .. ve. Dor al sepal6 Inrn. long, 2 llllll. wide, oblong
lanceolate, apiculate, 3-nerved with the middle nerve 
lightly if at all carinate. Petals scarcely 1 n1rn. long, 1 
mm. wide, flabellate, Illuch thickened above the middle, 
1-nerved. Labellun1 1 rnrn. long, about 0. 5 rn1n. wide, 
linguiforn1 with an obscure acute lobule on each id near 
the llliddle, 3-nerv d, quadrate-thickened below the mid
dle, rnintitely glandulose near the base, lightly concave 
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on the upper surface, slightl~r narrowed above the middle, 
rounded at the ap . Column equalling the petals, si1n
ila1· to the column of S. Standleyi Arne . 

Stelis Slczttchii i clo ely allied to S. Stattdleyi, differ
ing from it chiefly in the di itnilarly proportioned . pal 
and lip. It is noteworthy that the dorsal sepal in S. 
Sk1ttchii i strikingly unlike tl1e Jatet·al sepals, being ob
long-lanceolate rather than ovate-lanceolat . 

In the same locality wh~ere tl1e type was f'ound, Dr. 
Skutch discovered a single plant in a more advanced tate 
of maturity. The flowers of this single pecirnen are iden
tical with tho e of S. Skutchii, but th vegetati e parts 
show differences. For example, the plant is 30 ern. tall 
and the leave are from. 1. 4- 2 c:m. wide, borne 011 econd
ary ~terns '"rl1ich attain a length of 11 ern. 

5y. Skutcllii is a Ineinber of the alliance to wl1icl1 S. 
r'ltbens Schltr. belong . 

CosTA RrcA: Vara Blanca d e arapiqui, north slope of Central 

Cordillera. At 1500-1750 meters altitude. On fallen tree. Flo,vers 
dull purple. July- e ptember, 1937. Alexander F. Skutch 3126 (l~YPE 
in Herb. Ames o. 49253); Flo\vers tinged 'vith maroon. kutch 

3f235. 
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